Why Global Competence?

Students want to know more about the world.

· Nine out of ten students want to know more about the rest of the world; they believe it will be important to their futures. –Separate research by the American Council on Education and Asia Society  
Business and the American public feel students should know more about the world.

· According to a 2010 poll commissioned by NAFSA: Association of International Educators, a strong majority (57%) of Americans say international education is very essential or moderately essential to the educational experience. 

· According to the same poll, nearly two-thirds (65%) of Americans surveyed believe that if our young people do not learn world languages, they will be at a competitive disadvantage in their careers.

· A nationwide poll of registered voters by the Partnership for 21st Century Skills showed that eighty percent say that the skills students need to learn to be prepared for the jobs of the 21st century are different from what they needed 20 years ago and include: critical thinking, problem-solving, global awareness, and technology skills.
· 63.3% of employers say a foreign language is the most important basic skill students will need. – Are They Ready to Work? Employers’ Perspectives on the Basic Knowledge and Applied Skills of New Entrants to the 21st Century U.S. Workforce (2006)
· The Committee for Economic Development reported that, “to compete successfully in the global marketplace, both U.S.-based multinational corporations as well as small businesses, increasingly need employees with knowledge of foreign languages and cultures to market products to customers around the globe and to work effectively with foreign employees and partners in other countries.” 

· A full 98% of educators and 99% of school principals believe that global competence is important for students’ futures according to the 2010 MetLife Survey of the American Teacher. 

· A recent survey by the Career College Association reported that 9 out of 10 Americans think college is important for career opportunities and 67% believe that education is the key to competitiveness in the global economy. 

The world will demand it of them…


Business:

· Already, one in five U.S. jobs is tied to international trade.

· U.S. trade with Asia now equals over $800 billion a year, and has surpassed U.S. trade with Europe since 1979.  The majority of future growth for industries of all sizes is in overseas markets.- US Trade Representatives Office

Security and Citizenship:
· A 2007 report from the National Academy of Sciences warned, “The pervasive lack of knowledge of foreign cultures and languages threatens the security of the United States as well as its ability to compete in the global marketplace and produce an informed citizenry.”

· Chinese will top English as the most-used language on the Web in the next five years, according to forecasts by Discovery News. 

-Discovery News, January 4, 2011 
· Prior to September 11, the Intelligence Community was not prepared to handle the challenge it faced in translating the volumes of foreign language counterterrorism intelligence it collected. Agencies within the Intelligence Community experienced backlogs in material awaiting translation, a shortage of language specialists and language-qualified field officers, and a readiness level of only 30% in the most critical terrorism-related languages used by terrorists.

-Report of the Joint Inquiry into the Terrorist Attacks of September 11, 2001, Systemic Finding 6, p. xvi

· Only one-fourth of the world’s population has some degree of competence in English. - The British Council

Cultural Diversity

· A Roper Poll determined that nearly half — 48 percent — of Americans have at least weekly dealings with someone whose first language is not English, and the majority were 18- to 34-year-olds. -Washington Times, December 8, 2004

· The rapid increase in the foreign-born population from 9.6 million in 1970 to 38.5 million in 2009 reflects the high level of international migration during the past generation. –Place of Birth of the Foreign-Born Population: 2009, American Community Survey, October 2010.

· In 2007, the foreign-born population accounted for 23.9 million, or 15.6 percent, of the total civilian labor force. The labor force participation rate of the foreign-born population was 66.8 percent, higher than the 64 percent for the native population. –The Foreign-born Labor Force in the United States: 2007.
Our students are falling behind: Only a small percentage of students study language long enough to become minimally proficient.
· Only 9.3 percent of Americans are able to speak both their native language and a second tongue, compared to 52.7 percent of Europeans. 

- United States Census Bureau.

· Twenty out of twenty-five industrialized countries start teaching world languages in grades K-5 and twenty-one of thirty-one countries in the European Union require nine years of language study.

- Finding Solutions: Reforming the World Language Teacher Supply System

· 16 of 19 other countries reported in a recent survey that world language learning is either widespread or compulsory by the upper elementary grades. 

-Improving Students’ Capacity in Foreign Languages, Myriam Met, Phi Delta Kappan, November 2004.
· The average number of languages spoken by American business executives is 1.4, compared with an average of 3.9 by business executives in The Netherlands, according to a 2002 survey from Healthy Companies International.
· Only twenty-five percent of elementary schools in the United States offered any world languages in 2008, down from 31 percent in 1997, according to the Center for Applied Linguistics Foreign Language Teaching in U.S. Schools: Results of a National Survey, Center for Applied Linguistics. 

· Only half of all U.S. high school students take even one year of a world language according to Ready for the World: Preparing Elementary Students for the Global Age. 
In this global age our high school graduates know far too little about the 90 percent of the world outside our borders.

· Geography is taught by less than 9 percent of K-12 social studies teachers and not even one quarter of high school students graduate with a geography class. 
-National Geographic.
The Asia in the Schools report showed that:

· Most teachers are not being trained in world affairs, history and cultures. For example, of the top 50 U.S. colleges and universities that train teachers, only a handful require any coursework in non-Western history for their students preparing to teach history.

· 25% of college-bound high school students could not name the ocean that separates the United States from Asia.

· Despite the painful legacy of U.S. military involvement in Vietnam, half the adults and two-thirds of the students incorrectly identified Vietnam as an island nation.

· More than eight of every ten U.S. adults and students don’t know that India, with a population that is more than four times greater than that of the United States, is the world’s largest democracy.

A 2002 National Geographic/Roper survey of knowledge of international affairs by American students showed:

· Only 58% of young Americans knew that Afghanistan was the base of the Taliban and al-Qaeda -- even though we had just gone to war there.

· Only 17% could find Afghanistan on a map, nearly double that number knew that the island featured on the television program, "Survivor," was located in the South Pacific at that time.

· Only 13% could identify Iraq on a map of Asia and the Middle East.

· Only 25% had an approximate idea of the total U.S. population.

· Only 42% could locate Japan on a map of the world, and only 31% could do the same for Great Britain.

· Only 19% could name four of the world’s nuclear powers.

State Specific Statistics:
Some stats you might considering including here (to be completed by each state):

· Demographic composition of your state. (Check your state data center: http://www.census.gov/sdc/network.html or American Fact Finder from the U.S. Census: http://factfinder.census.gov)
· What percentage of your student population is minority? (Check your state data center or state department of education).
· What is the amount (in dollars) of goods exported from my state? (https://www.wisertrade.org/naics/ftbegin)

· What is the amount (in dollars) of goods exported to Asia (or any geographic area or country)? https://www.wisertrade.org/naics/ftbegin
· Top Export Markets (http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/state/data/index.html OR http://tse.export.gov/TSE/TSEReports.aspx?DATA=SED)
· Value of exports (http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/state/data/index.html OR http://tse.export.gov/TSE/TSEReports.aspx?DATA=SED)
· Top 5 merchandise export products (http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/state/data/index.html  OR http://tse.export.gov/TSE/TSEReports.aspx?DATA=SED)
· State export rank, by value (https://www.wisertrade.org/naics/ftbegin)
· People employed by the export sector (See U.S. Census Bureau, Manufacturing Mining and Construction Statistics, Exports from Manufacturing Establishments: http://www.census.gov/mcd/exports/)
· Percentage of manufacturing workforce supported by exports (See U.S. Census Bureau, Manufacturing Mining and Construction Statistics, Exports from Manufacturing Establishments: http://www.census.gov/mcd/exports/)
· People employed by U.S. subsidiaries of foreign companies (http://www.nsf.gov/statistics/infbrief/nsf10326/)
· Foreign Direct Investment (Bureau of Economic Analysis, Gross Property Plan and Equipment of Nonbank Majority Owned U.S. Affiliates: http://www.bea.gov/international/di1fdiop.htm)
· Heritage languages (Modern Language Association, A Map of Languages in the United States, Interactive Map: http://www.mla.org/map_main)
· State population not fluent in English 
· Foreign language enrollment in public schools (http://www.adfl.org/resources/enrollments.pdf)
· Internationally oriented AP exams administered  (College Board, Summary Reports: http://professionals.collegeboard.com/testing/ap/scores/summary)
· Number of schools offering the IB program (IB World Schools Directory: http://www.ibo.org/school/)
· Foreign Students and Study Abroad (IIE Open Doors Report State Fact Sheets: http://www.iie.org/en/Research-and-Publications/Open-Doors/Data/Fact-Sheets-by-US-State)

