International Education Initiative

Chapters 123 & 168 of the Acts of 2006

(An Initiative of Rep. Kay Khan)

Background

· The need for a sustained international perspective and awareness in increasingly important for US leadership, business competitiveness and national security.
· To thrive in a globalized economy, where already 1 in 6 American jobs are tied directly to international trade (a proportion that is rising rapidly), students must learn to engage productively with people from diverse cultures.
· Learning a second foreign language, standard in most countries in the world, will enable students to better communicate with people and businesses in other countries and world cultures.
· At present, 1 in 6 people worldwide are Chinese and Chinese-American children in America speak both Chinese and English. Children who can speak two languages are at a significant advantage to those who are monolingual.
· A global mindset will enable our students and future business leaders to operate with an open mind, flexible thinking, knowledge of other cultures, comfort with complexity, critical thinking and communication skills, and the ability to apply these skills in intercultural settings.
· As of March 2005, 18 states had already initiated policies that encourage or require greater attention to instruction in world history and culture, foreign languages and the interactions between the US and other countries.
· Congress and the federal government have also taken steps to recognize the importance of fostering a global understanding by promoting international education and making funding available from the Department of Defense to elementary and secondary schools teaching Chinese, Arabic and Russian, United States’ languages of interest.

Summary

· The law provides direction to the Global Education Advisory Council created by the 1993 Education Reform Act, but which largely fell by the wayside with the demands of MCAS. The Global Education Advisory Council will be responsible for:

1. Investigating and compiling information concerning international education programs and opportunities including the availability of federal or nonprofit grants.

2. Developing guidelines and standards to aide local and regional school districts to establish international education programs.

3. Developing criteria to encourage and support sister school partnership programs between public schools in Massachusetts and those abroad. The Advisory Council will also advise the Department of Education on the creation of incentives to establish these partnerships.

4. Conducting assessments of global education programs operating within public schools in the Commonwealth.


· The law creates granting opportunities for schools currently engaged in or interested in developing international and global education programs and increased foreign language classes as well as rewards and recognition for schools’ performance.
· The law requires the Governor to annually designate the third week in November as International Education Week.
· The law established an International Education and Foreign Language Fund to fund and encourage the infusion of international perspectives into public education in Massachusetts. The funding would enable school districts to provide teacher training, curriculum development, foreign language classes, exchange programs and other activities that advance cultural awareness. The fund is administered by the Department of Education.

For more information please contact the Office of Representative Kay Khan, (617) 722-2140 or

sarah.blumenthal@state.ma.us

